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minds of the common People, and t 
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Pro. xxx. 4. What is his name ? | 
Exod. xxxiv, 5,6. The Lord Proclaimed his name, . the Lord 
God merciful and gracious, long- ſuffering, abundant in good- 
neſs and truth forgiving iniquity, Tranſgrefſion, and Sin. 
Pſalm. ix. 10. They that know thy name will truſt in the. 


Ws Fobn xvii. 3. This is life eternal, that they might know thes 
Fo | the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
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and come ſhort of” the Glory of GOD; Fi 


be redemption that is in FESUS 


"CHRIST. 


ese God hath given to the whole world 
1 of mankind, the volume of the cre- 


Fo. VE ation to read, wherein his name is 


written in ſuch legible characters and 


Yor his perfections diſplayed in fiich an in- 


telligible manner, that they are fools and without 
excuſe who ſay there is no God; ſo he hath given 
to a great part of the world the book of divine re- 
velation, wherein life and immorality are brought 


into clear light, In this ſacred volume all the per- 
fections of the Deity are illuſtrioufly diſplayed, and 


ſhine forth in their united glories in the eternal re- 


demption of men by Jeſus Cbriſt: It contains all 


things neceſſary to be helived and practiſed by men, 


and repreſents them in ſo clear a light that one 


would be ready to think that all indulged with it 
would be agreed in their ſentiments, at leaſt in the 


eſſentials of the chriſtian religion. But alas! it is 


Searcely 
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Scarcely a century has run out but ſome new na- 
tions have been ſtarted and xealouſly propagated by 
ſome one or other, to draw diſciples after them; 
and all pretending to a divine warrant. Not long 


ſince it has been aſſerted by ſome, and they bave 
written and printed to prove that men are regene- 


rated without the word of truth, that they love 
God, love his law and repent of fin before they 
have any knowledge of Jeſus the mediator,” or of 


Sod in Chriſt as reconcilable to ſinners of mankind 
befere union to Chriſt, faith in the attonement 


and juſtification in the ſight of God; which is a 
ſcheme of religion, as it appears to me, that was nat 
known by the apoſtles and primitive preachers of 
chriſtianity ; not known by the glorious reformers 
from popery ; not known by the body of the moſt 
learned orthedox and godly divines from the re- 
formation down to the preſent day ; nor indeed to 
be found in the new Teſtament. 


I Theadyanciog this new plan, as I perceive, occa- 


fioned much religious contention in ſome other 
parts of the country, and begins to occupy the con- 
verſation of ſome few among us. To ſatisfy your 
minds my dear hearers, againſt error, and to eſta» 
bliſh you in the truth of the goſpel, I have choſen 
the words read to diſcourſe on at this time, and 1 
hope you will give your ſerious atteption to the 
things that ſhall be ſpoken, and judge in yourſelves 


what is right. 


We have all finned ſays the apoſtle and come 
ſhort of the glory of God. All i. e. the whole hu- 
man race have finned: but how have all ſinned? 
certainly not in their own perſons, for tho“ all the 
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adult have thus ſinned times without number, yet * 
infants have not. The apoſtle ſpeaking of infants 
Rom, v. 14. ſays they have not finned after the 
fimilitude of Adam tranſgreſſion ij. e. perſonally” 
and actually: therefore when *tis ſaid all have fin- 
ned, it muſt intend that they ſinned in their head 
and repreſentative, Agreeable to this you read 
Rom. v. 12. By one man ſin entred into the world, 
and death by ſin; and ſo death hath paſſed upon 
all men, for that all have finned, Or as it may be 
rendered with more propriety in whom all have 
ſinned. All finned in, and fell with Adam: And 

come ſhort of the glory of Ged, in that all men 
came into exiſtence deſtitute of the image and 
favour of God, which was the Glory and felicity 
of man as he came out of the forming hands of his 
Maker! in that they all come ſhort of aiming at 
the divine Glory in every thing they do; and in 
that they will come ſhort. of immortal Glory in 
the heavenly world, unleſs Sovereign Grace inter- 
poſes on there behalf, and they are freely juſtified 
and renewed by the righteouſneſs and Spirit of 
Jeſus. So that the firſt verſe of the text leads us 
to a view of the firſt conftitution, the violation of 
it, and the tremendous eternal effects thereof. 
And did revelation ſtop here, the whole race of 

mankind would have juſt reaſon to lay down for 
ever in diſconſolate forrow and defpairing grief! 
But eternal glory be to God for the Goſpel which 
brings life and immortality to light, and ſhows finfull 
men with all that clearneſs and evidence that can 
reaſonably be defired, that God is upon a throne 
of grace reconcileable to ſinners, and can be juſt 
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and. the juſſißer of them in Chriſt Jeſus; Being 


juſtified Reer by his grace ſays the Apoſtle in the 
text, . thro* the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
The juſtification of a ſinner is an act of God's free 
gtace x in paſſing which, God has no reſpe to 
any preparations or qualifications in the ſinner, 

but only to the redemption of Chriſt, The right= 
eouſneſs of Chriſt freely imputed is the merit and 
matter, the all in all of a ſinners juſtification, And 
hence we are led to view the ſecond conſtitution, 


the inviolable. obſervation of it, an 8 obedi- 


ence to it, and the pleafing bleſſed everlaſting 
effects thereof. "Thereby a foundation is laid for 
the pardon juſtification regeneration and perfect 
reſtitution of poor ſinners; for as in Adam all he 


repreſented die, ſo in Chriſt all he reperſented ſhall - 


be made alive. And to open to the view of men, 


the adorable plan of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt is the 


principal deſign of divine revelation ! all the lines 
of it lead to and center therein. But in diſcourſing 


further on the words I ſhall attempt in the firſt place. 
I. To give you a ſcriptural view of the follow= 


ingthings, viz. 


Of the firſt conſtitution of God relative to man- 


kind, as I ſhould chuſe to call it, or the covenant 
of works as tis commonly called. 
Of the ſecond conſtitution or covenant of grace. 
Of the way and manner how God has revealed 


himſelf to mankind, ſince the violation of the firſt 


conſtitution, upon the plan of the ſecond, to bring 
men to love him repent, &c. 


And of the order and method of the. application 
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be of the redemption purchaſed by Chriſt to parteas 
2, | lar fouls by the ſpirit. Then, 
de II. I will appeal to the experience of hy genes 
to | ration of Gods children, as tothe main point under 2 
r, | conſideration; And in the third and laſt, 
2 III. Place, will cloſe with ſome inferences from 
wy and reffections upon the whole. 
d I. Then 1am to give you a Sefiptural vie 'of 
7 the following things, viz; (1) of the firſt con- 
* | fiitution, Now as the firſt conſtitution or covenant 
of works as it is commonly called, I would lay 
down this poſition as a Scriptural truth. ir, 
That the law of nature, or moral law ingraveti 
en Zdams heart in his creation, and afterward, 
when obliterated by the fall, written on two tables 
of ſtone at Sinai, was not the covenant of works, 
| ſo that Adams obedience or diſobedience to any one 
! or all the precepts. of it would have ſecured -or 
g foreited his poſterities felicity, tho? it might his 
> | own, but that this turned intirely upon his obe- 
Adience or diſobedience to ohe ſingle poſitive pre- 
cept or rather prohibition given fully by God int 
theſe words, of the tree of -knowlege thou ſhalt 
not eat of it. his was the ſole teſt of hisobedience 
5 federal head, and ſo was properly the whole of 
the covenant of works, as tis commonly called. 
To produce a number of human teſtimonies in 
ſupport of this poſition would add but little weight 
3 3 ſeeing as many famed for learning and or- 
oxy might be found on the oppoſite ſide of 'the 
e. Ana: indeed I have no diſpoſition to take 
m wang perſuaded t great names the 
a * 5 2 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. . out knowlege. 


. Męſes there tells us that God, whe created 


be. 
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ſentiments of great and good men ſhould have nd 
further regard paid them, than they are founded on 


Scriptural baſis, and will admit of a Scriptural prof. 
All che ſentiments and determinations of any 
man or number of men reſpecting any point in 


divinity are to be received or rejeQted, as they are 


found to be conſonant or diſconſonant to the word 


of God. If contrary thereunto, they are at once to 


be rejected, if agreable thereunto, they are to be 
received without heſitation as exactly rational, whe- 
ther they can be argued out to be ſo in a nice logical 
way according to the cuſtom of the diſputers of this, 
world, or not. And indeed ſome truths of divine 
revelation are of ſuch a nature as cannot be argued 
out by reaſon; for tho they are not contrary: to, 
yet they are above the comprehenſion of it: And 
hence many times, by reaſoning on them as many, 
do, the fimple truth is darkned with words with- 


Leaving then the reaſonings and dictates of falli- 
ble men relative to the point in hand, the true know= 
ledge whereof depends intirely on diyine revelation, 
I ſhall. conſider the ſcriptural account of it. And 
certainly all the light and evidence We can get thence 
may be looked upon as the beſt reaſon for, and 
ſtrongeſt confirmation of the point. 
Nov the plaineſt and fulleſt, if not only account 
af what is called the covenant made with Adam, 
whercin he ſtood federal head of his poſterity, ſo 
that they were to ſhare the effect of his obedience - 
or diſobedience, we have given us by the inſpired 
hiſtorian Meſes in the beginning of the bock of Ges 
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the heavens, and the carth, created. mat, A* 5 
ated him in his own image, 7, e. adorned with all 
the moral communicable perfections of the deity; 
W hereby he was formed and fitted; ; habitually dif- 
poſed and inclined to love God his creator, and 
man his fellow creature, and to diſcharge all thoſe 
datics which naturally and neceſſarily reſult thence. 
This was the primeval ſtate of man; The ſtate 
of man before ever the covenant of works had an 
exiſtence, And had Alam been obedient to the 
le of natüre, 7, e. loved God with all his heart, 
and his neig bout as Himſelf, or on the contrary 4 
had he violated this law I lay had Adam obęyed 
or violated it, provided there had been no farthee 
tranſactions with Hini by his Sovereign Lord: had 
the divine will been ho further made known to hini, 
his obedience, or diſobedience; tho' it would have 
rendered himſelf happy or milerable, yet it would 
not have affected his poſterity at all, ſo as to have 
made them happy of miſerable, any more than 
the virtue or Vice of their next immediate parent 
would have done, but every child of Adam would 
Have been bleffed or tur ſed as they perſonally 9 
beyed or diſobeyed the law of nature. 
This law it is readily granted is an emanation 
from God, a tranſcript of his perfections, an eter- 
nal invariable rule of righteoulſnsſs to the whole 
human race: and as to the ſubſtance of it, it is the 
rule to regulate the temper and conduct of all in- 
tellizent natures in all worlds ; but then this law is 
no more 4 covenant of works to man than any o- 
ther ſpecies of intellizences, no more a covenant of 


works to Adam, then to Gabriel. God in his word 
B wWhich 
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which he deſigned as a full reyelation of every thing 
neceſſary to be known by us, gives no diſtant hire 
of any ſuch thing, but on the contrary points out 
this matter clearly and fully to us, in Gen. ii. 
16, 17. where ſpeaking to Adam, (who had the 
law then in his heart, and was under perpetual o- 
bligations to obey it by vertue of his creation, as all 
his children would be, as they ſeverally came into 
exiſtence, as rational creatures, as moral agents) 
ſays to him, / all the trees of the garden thou mayſt 
freely eat, but of the tree of knowlege of good and, 
evil thou ſhalt not eat of it, for in the day thou eateſt 
thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. Here is the ſum total. 
of the covenant of works as. tis called. Here a. 
ſpvereign God, you ſee, of his ſovereign pleaſure. 

ar wiſe and glorious ends and purpoſes, appoints. 
Adam (deſigned in creation to be the natural head 
of a numerous offspring) to be moral federal head. 
of them all: So that as he was obedient or dif- 
obedient in this fingle inſtance they with himſelf 
ſhould ſhare the fad or joyfull effects thereof. 

This ſeems to be the plain and obivous Scriptural 
notion of the covenant of works and is the real 
truth of the matter, according to the preſent view 
1 have ot it. And therefore when I hear any talk 
of the law of nature, as the covenant of works, I. 
am ready to think it ariſes from their not attending, 
to the word of God or their paying a greater re- 
gurd to the dictates of fallible men, then to the 
oracles of truth. But did not Adam you ſay, break 
the moral law, when he eat of the forbidden fruit ? 
anſwer. He did no doubt; But then it was not 
his breach of the moral law as ſuch, that involved 
n 228 l nn himself 
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himſelf and his children in guile and ruth, but H 
violation of a fingle poſitive precept, the only teſt 


of his obedience as federal head. 


As to the ſecond conſtitution, or covenant of grace 


T would lay down this poſition as a ſcriptrual trui 


That God, foreſeeing the violation of the fir 
conſtitution by the diſobedience of the firſt Adam, 


and the univerſal guilt and pollution, and fo ut- 


ter ruin that would come to all the humane race 
thereupon, as they ſeverally came into a ſtate of ex- 
iſtence, made abundant proviſion by a ſecond con- 
conſtitution for the juſtification, regeneration and 
perfect reſtoration- of a ſel:X number of them, 
wherein Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond Adam, who is God, 
was conſtituted their head, and deſigned in time to 


aſſume their nature, and in it be obedient unto 
death, thereby to make for them full attonement 


for the firſt tranſgraſion, and all their other fins 
conſequent . thereupon, and to introduce a right- 
eouſneſs ſufficient to juſtifie and intitle them to 
glory, and to purchaſe the Spirit to akæ application 
of purchaſed redemption to them all. 

It appears I think from ſcripture and the reaſon 
and nature of things, that the ſecond conſtitution, 
ſuppoſes the being and breach of the firſt, and was 
to take place, in the revelation and manifeſtation 
of it to mankind, upon the violation of the fieſt, 
and defigned to fland in contraft with it. 

In this fecond divine conſtitution, Jeſus, the le- 


cond Adam, who is God, was conſtituted head: fo 


the following Scriptures intimate and demanſtrate, 
P/. Ixxxix. 3. J. xlii. 6. & Ixix. 8. Rom. v. 2: i. 
22, 14, 15. Coll. i. 18. That he was to allume 
humane nature, and in that nature, be obedient 

unto 


a» 


. God concerning it. ang, 
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unto death appears from what actually took places 


As the prophecy of the old, io the hiſtory of the 


new Teſtament aſcertains the incarnation of Jeſus, 
and his obedience unto death ! and from the event, 
we may infer the' appointment and purpoſe of 


* 


* 
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That the attonement Jeſus made for fin in big 


human nature is compleat ; that the righteouſ- 


neſs he wrought out by his abedience unto death, is 
ſufficient to 'juſtifie the guilty ; and that he pur- 
chaſed the ſpirit to nſake application of redemption 
to all choſe for whom the attonement was made 


and righteouſneſs introduced; fully appears from 


the teſtimony of God the Father, and God the Son, 
The Son of God when dying on the croſe as ſpon- 


ſor and ſurety of his people ſays; it is finiſhed 


ohn xix. 30. and in his laſt prayer John, xvii. 4, 

have finiſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do, 
And God the Father gives repeated teſtimony to 
this truth, at Chriſt's Baptiſm and tranſfiguration 
ſaying Mat. iii. 17. Luke iii. 22. this is my belov- 
ed Son in whom I am well pleaſed, | 

But if any, after theſe divine teſtimonies, ſhould 

be doubtfull and unbelieving reſpecting the point, 
certainly the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead 
his aſcention to glory, his miſſion of the holy Spirit, 
the application of redemption he has made to par- , 
ticular ſouls, and the many that have been admitted 
to heayen intirely on the account of his obedience, 
all which the ſcripturs aſcertains us of, muſt put the 
matter beyond all manner of doubt. The apoſtle 


Paul conſiders that capital article the reſurrection of 


Chriſt as a full proof of his divinity and of the 


N ** 
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truth of the chriſtian. religion; 1 Cor, xv. 15, 
And Jeſus himſelf oppoſes, that bis . 
would be ſuch a dane af his God-head 
and conjequei.tly of the perfeAion of his attonement 


and righteouſneſs, as would be quite enqugh 
ſatisfy his greateſt enemies under all their rooted,” ; 

rejudices z accordingly in his conteſt With them - * 
be puts the truth thereof, upon that very iſſue : 
the diſpute between him an#them. was whether 
he was the Son of God and Saviour of the world: 
he aſſerted it, they denicd it, 

His miraculous birth, his holy life, bis 8 


ly doctrines, his numerous miracles, it ſeems did 


not ſatisfy them of his divinity; at leaſt they would 
not own they did; and therefore they inſiſt upon 
a ſign, an evidence of his being the Son of God, 
the true Mefjab, ſee Matt. xii. 38. & xvi. 4. 


Mart viii. 12. & Luke xi. 16, Jeſus condeſcends 


to ſuggeſt to them they ſhould have a convincing 
ſign or evidence of his God-head viz, his death and 
reſurrection, ſeys Chriſt to them as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the whales belly, ta 
the Son of man ſhall be three days and nights in 
the heart of the earth. Matt. xfi. 40. The fign 
then was that the Son of man ſhould die and be 
three days and vights in the Earth, as Jonah was 
three days and nights in the whales belly and then 
ariſe to life, as Jonah was reſtored after this kind 
of death, To the lame purpoſe he ſays to them 
at another time when ſeeking a ſign, deſtroy, this 
temple and I will raiſe it up in three days John ii. 
19. 2 ſo demonſtrate beyond all reaſonable con- 
tradiction that I am what I pretend to be, the 8on 
of God and ſaviour of men. *: Fo ol Now 


$ :. 


mg 


1 . 
No that Jeſus meant the temple of his body 
in the paſſage above cited is evident in that the in- 
ſpired Evangelift tells us fo Job; ii. 21. That the 
e him in this light, (tho' as occa- 
Gon ſerved and to effect his death they improv- 
ed it otherwiſe) is evident in that after his death 
and interment, they apply to the Roman Governor - 
and ſay, this deceiver ſaid while he was yet alive, 
after three days I will riſe again; referring no doubt 
to what he had faid Matt. xii. 38. & Fobn ii. . 
and probably at other times, tho' not recorded; 
and hence having obtained leave of Pilate, they uſe 
all poſible care to prevent it, by making the ſepul- 
chre ſure, ſealing the ftone and ſetting a watch, 
Matt. xxvii. 60. | 
But according to his word on the third, the ap- 
r= day, he burſt the bands of death and aroſe 
om the dead, and therein declared (demanſtra- 
ted) himſelf the ſon of God with power. Had 
Jeſus failed in his undertaking had he not made full 
attonement for ſin had he not wrought out a per- 
fe& righteouſneſs, had he not purchaſed the ſpirit 
for the end propoſed, death would have triumph- 
ed over him, and the grave retained him priſoner 
forever, 

But having done the work given him to do; 
having fullfilied all the conditions of the new co- 
yenant, and ſo merited life for all he undertook 
for, as the firſt Adam violated the condition of the 
old covenant, and merited death for all he repre- 
ſented; a meſſenger was ſent expreſs from the 
- throne of juſtice to roll away the ſtone, that Jefits 

might arife, and have an open public diſcharge, or 
Juſtification in his reſurretion, N. o 
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| Now in this open public diſcharge ot juſtificatis - 
y on of Chriſt in his reſurrection, all his pęaple were 
I vertually and repreſentatively diſcharged and juſti - 
& | fied, and have actual perſonal juſtification, aſſured. 
and ſecured to them; and hence ſhall at the time 
= || appointed be actully juſtified. of the grace of God, 
h thro' the free imputation of Chriſts righteouſneſs to 
r {| them; and this without any regard had to any thing 
> {| wrought in them or done by them, to any e. 
erciſes of their hearts or actions of their lives; and 
= | therefore all thoſe who inſiſt, that there are. cans 
3 ditions in the covenant of grace, to be perfarmed 
p by men, in order to their. juſtification in the fight. 
1 


of God; let them be the actings of any. internal 
graces, or practice of any external duties, have not 
a ſcriptural foundation to go upon. 
If we regard propriety of ſpeach, the real and 
genuine intention of ſcripture language or the na- 
ture and tenor of the new covenant, we muſt ſee 
and fay, that there are no conditions of the coves, 
| nant of grace, but what Jefus Chriſt, as conſtiiu- 
ted head, was to perform, and has performed. 
And the conditions being fulfiled by him, the 
promiſes made upon ſo doing relative to man, are 
to take place in their eſtabliſhed, order; of which 
| union to Chriſt, the gift and indwelling of the fpir-: 
z it, juſtification, regeneration, faith, love, repent- 
I. ance and new obedience are the chief, and include 
all yo reſt to be enjoyed: on earth by, his redeemed 
People. — $ | f pe? ih S445: 03 dtd 
As to the way and manner how God has reytal- 
ed himſelf to mar & ind ſince the violation of cha 
covenant of works, upon the plan of the covenaat) 
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of geacs to bking them to love him, I would lay | 


down this poſition as a ſcriptural truth, x. 
That fince the violation of the firſt conſtitution, 
and the nianifeſtation of the ſecond in the ori, inal 
promiſe of a Saviour, God has always appeared 
and revealed himſelf to mankind, a God in Chrifk 
reconciling the world to himſelf. as his true chars 
tacter ind ſo as to render himſelf inſinitely arhica⸗ 
ble and lovely to guilty condemned creatures. 
How God revealed himſelf to Adam befote the 
fall, or to the angels before the revelation of the e- 
verlaſting purpoſe of grace and meicy to mankind 
by Jeſus Chriſt, we are not expreſfly told. But no 
doubt theſe intelligences had ſuck a view and know 


edge of him in his infinite perfeQions, as led chem 
to love him with all their heart. It would not, I 


think, be antiſcriptural, and therefore not evident- 
ly unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the angels both e- 
lect and fallen, Agar with Adam, upon their 
creation, had a knowledge of all theſe perfeQions | 
of the deity, which have been diſplayed in time, 
tho” not then actually diſplayed as there was no-oc- 
caſion, there being no ſuitable object, as we know 
of, for the diſplay of them. | 
. However, 'tis certain that God has revealed 
bimſclf to mankind in ho other point of light, but 
as God in Chriſt; fince the apoſtacy and firſt pro- 
miſe. - No ſooner had Adam involved himſelf and 
poſterity in guilt and ruin by violating one poſitive 
ecept, the only teſt of lis obedience as federal 
holed, 'but God appeared and revealed himſelf to 
Adam asu God in Chtiſt, as I. has done to all his 


offspring ſince where the goſpel has come, and wilt 


to the end of time, Time 
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- offended ſovereign» ſay to Adam"the tranſgreffor » 


| ſhall bruiſe the Serpents head. 
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Time may be confidered by as, divided inte | 

thrge grand periods; as from the apoſtacy of Adam 

to 5 the law at Sinai: from the giving of the 


law at Sinai to the incarnation.of Chriſt or G 
manifeſt in the fleſh :* from God, manifeſt in t 
fleſh to the end of the world: in all which, period 
God hath, and will appeat to mankind as a Fe 
Chrift, and no othet-wile, to lead them tolove 
to repem of fin, and yield up themſelves to hi 
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holy obedience. „ ch ok a ets, 26 Sb . 1 
If we look into the hiftery of the rt grand i 
period, viz from the fall of Adam to the gwing of - i 
the law; to fee in what manner; in what character 

the true God revealed bimſelf to men therein, we . 
{hall find it was às a God in Chris reconciling the 

world to himſelf. The ficſt appearance of God up⸗ 
on the plan of the coVehant of grace was fo Adam 

Gen. iii. 7. And was this appearcance, as an ab- 
ſolute God, as a God inexorable, without bowels 
and mercies? No ſuch thing. He was as a God in 
Bil, as a God reconcileable, as a God on a thrond 
of grace, op a mercy ſeat. | For no ſooner. did th 
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whete art thou? But he e 3 3 
Saviour in theſe words, The feed o B 


e Woina 


'  Therein affuring Adam, that the God he had 
offended; and whole wrath he had juſtly .merited, 
had deſigns of love and mercy reſpecting mankind. 
That a Saviour was provided for their ſalvation, 
and in bringing it about ſhould appear in human 
nature, and in that nature make full fatisfaction for 
the breach of the covenant of works, and all the fing = 
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re we look into the inſpired hiſtory of the feeohd 
period, viz from the piving of the law” at 
Ss to tlie ineatuation of Chriſt, we ſhall fink 
God appeared and revealed himſelf In Chriſt recons 
cilingghe world to himſelf. 
The law given at Sinai, being prefaced. with 
an, I am the Lord thy God which thee dud. 
of the land of Egypt and our of the houſe of bondage, 
plainly intimates and indeed fully demonſtrates at 
the giver of the law was propltioumo the bt 
of it, and could, conſiſtently with the honor o his 
clections, detiver them thro the obedietice of 
ſus, from a bondage infinitely worſe than Egyp- 
tian; and its being delivered to the people by the 
hand. of Moſes who was therein a 7 * * aediktor, 
_ point bay that there was a mediator be- 
tweeh God and man the man Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe. 
buſineſs was to reconcile an offended Bod to ſinners, 
115 offending ſinners to God, and bring them to an 
y agreement, a bleſſed 'recohettfiniey. "And 
22 When the law was repoſted in the ark, its 
being covered with the mercy 75 or prophtiarory, 


and typical mediator did, viz, that recon- 
cileable to the tranſyreſſors of the So that 
the law, by the appearance, of God as faviotr and 
rgdeemer, in the prefage of it, in the'delivety of 
it, and in covering it with the ptopitlatory, is as it 
were de And hence no man can fee and 
4 true notion of the law but he muſt, preyious 

to 
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40 it, or at leaſt at the time, ſee the glorious Goſpel 
111 ſo be aße to adopt the Plalmiſts WE. Þ: 
fay, Lord if thou fouldef mat k iniquity. who 
can ſtand, but with thee there is forgivenels, that 
thou mayſt be feare gc. 
All the rites, ceremonies, ſacrifices, and fer cet 
of the cermonial law, enjoined by God to bg 
ſtantly obſerved by his people under the mſaick 
econemy, were deſigned to point out Jeſt, the 
ſum,ſubſtance,and accompliſhment of thæm all, and 
ſo God as propitious ; hence that people could not 
attend any one of all the nuinerous rites ceremonies 
ſacrifices and ſervices of that diſpenſation, but they 
mult (if they ſaw the truth deſſgned to be exhibit- 
ed thereby) ſee Jeſus or Gd in Chrij# which is 
the ſame thing, ona throne of grace, reconcileable 

to men, | | 1 
All the prophets alſo through that long tract of 
time ſpake of God to the people as a God in Chxiſt; 
ſo you read Luke. i. 70. They had not learnt, 
either by inſpiration or experience any other way of 

repreſenting him to men in his true and revealed 
character, and ſo as would polibly bring them to 
divine love, evangelical repentance, and genuine 
obedience. .  .,,Once moe * * 
' If we look into the third grand period of time, 
we ſhall, as in the other two, tho, more plainly, and 
fully, ſee God has revealed himſelf to mankind, as 

a God in Chriſt and no otherwiſe. i 

In this period God appeared in our worldyin 
human nature; ſo you read; great is the miſtefy 
of Godlineis, God manifeſt in the fleth. And 
what was this aſtoniſhing manifeſtation of divigygy 
Fe "20 
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in humanity for? It was to afſure wikind al 
the fiſt, promiſe of a Saviout, under the notiom of | 


the ſeed of the woman, with all other after” 
miſes concerning, bim were true, and fo far 
acgompli.hed: It was that a foundation; might 
be aid for, the nature that had ſinned to obey and 
fu Ws, in the dignified circumſtances of gnion.to the 
God-head, and ſo to make full ſatisfaction forthe 
breath of the covenant of works, and all the breathies 


of the law of nature which the choſen people of 
God ſhould be guilty of, in conſequence of the ſin 


and corruption conveyed to them by the fall of 
Adam. It was likewiſe. to give mäankind a con- 


vincing demonſtration, that, as divinity and humz- 
nity were united. in the perſon. of God the ſaviour, 


ſo that heaven and earth, God and ſinners might be 
united, and be in friendſhip one with the other; 
and ſo the divine character be acted out and all the 
glorious prefeQbns of the deity be diſplayed in fuch 
a manner as they could not have been any othetwiſe. 
And God manifeſt in the fleſh, - having by his 
obedience unto death, finiſhed tranſgrefioa, and 
made an end of ſin and brought in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs for the juſtification and eternal ſalva- 
tion of his people; and having gixen a clear and 
full teſtimonial of the ſufficiency thereof, for the 
end propoſed, by his ee from the dead; 
the. apoſtles were ſent. forth to publiſh the good | 
news to guilty, ſinful men; accordingly. wherever 
$7 came; they preached Jeſus and the reſurregtion 
o the people, therein informing the world that 
God was in ſeſus, the once crueified and dead, but 
gow riſen and-glorified Jeſus, reconciling the world 
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time not impueing, but pardoning their trefs 
paſſes thro a enen of the metiators "might 
cen % een 

And all their ſaccetſirs have to this a and will 
0 the end of tine if they proceed on the apoſto- 
lick plan, in all their difcourſes;” exhibit God tothe 
vie e of nien, as a God in Chriſt reconcileable 18 
firigers. N. n 

„Thus eien it manifeſt that God has vr all 

riods of time, ſinee the firſt promiſe, revealed 
innſelf to men 8 à God in CHtift and no other. 
wiſe, to bring them to love him and ſubmit to hit. 
As to the method and order of the application 
of the redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, to parti= 
cular elect fools by the holy ſpirit ;* 1 would lay 
down this poſition as a epa truth, © 8. 

That in the glorious economy of mans 15 
on according to the everlaſting covenant ſettlements 
by che adorable” trinity, God conſidered and diſ- 
tinguiſhed, as the third perſon in the God-ead, 
was to make application of purchaſed redemption 
to all det ſouls and at the appointed moment does 
make application of redemption to them by uniting 
_them'ts Chriſt, in which he imputes the Fighteout-. 
neſs of the -redeemer to them, whereby they ate 
juſtified in the fight of God, and impreſſes the truth 
on their hearts whereby they are regenerated, and 
in this way and at this time enters their fouts, unites 
to them, and becomes a vital abiding pr: 17 25 of 
holineſs in them, and ſo lays a foundation for all 
| holy exerciſes and operations of heart, and life; in" 
all whiel their fouls ate intirely pafſive: Aud 
foundation being 1 us laid in rhe ſotils for holy 
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exerciſes and —— he i welle fpirk * 
he pleaſes, illuminates che under ſtanding into thi 
Ft the beauty and glor of ſpiriteual and 
divine objects, whereby implanted graces are en- 
cited to action: or in othet hereby-the juf- 
tified regenerated-ſonl.is excited 10 the. actings = 
faith, love, repentance and new-ohedieoae. -. | 
bis I take co be the ſoripgural plan; and —— 
produce ſcripture to prove it, I perſuade» myſalt 
you have ſuch a regard for — tat 
you will at once concer with min ſemiment. 1 
need not ſtand hete- 10 prove, that God conſidered 
and diſtinguiſhed as the firſt perfor in the Gad-head 
elected a number of the fallen human race 10 
bledednefs. - That God conſidered anddiftinguiſh= 
ed as the ſecond. perſon, purchaſed. redemption for 
them with his bioad. . That God. conſidered and Py 
diſtinguiſhed as the. thi pat ſon is ta make appli: 
cation of purchaſed redemption to the choſen aum - 
ber; nor that there is a time ; for the 
ſpiru to make application ſinqe theſe things are o 
clearly revealed, as that they will be — 
The chief difficulty .fcems to lie in determining 
how: the application is made by the ſpirit; and in 
ſettling the exact · ordet ĩa which it is done =refpeRt» - 
ing this, men differ very much, as you mult: KNOW. 

- have in the forgoing poũition endgavored to give 
you a ſcriptural view. of; the order of this difficul, . 
n bergen thall now endeavot to con 


And bere in the feſt place, Llay; thatjunion of, 
the elect redeemed ſoul to Chriſt, in which the - 
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I the agb of God; TT word: of troth lumen 
nc on the heart; to its regeneration, is the fir t tking 
in gorderqudohe by che ipirit in the A pplicatio sf 
redemption.” This mut "te + troth 
from ihat ſoripture, Rom! v. bz, atid onward tights 
ly underſtood; where you read; For as by one mans 
diſobedience dee. to the end of the chapter. 
The manifeſt deſigu of the apoſtle in cheſs Wits 
vas to open to the view of mankind; Jefus Chrift; 
the ſecond Adam, In the perfeczbn of bivobertionce; 
the ſingular and happy effects theredf to His pe- 
ple eſpecially in their juſtißcation und aria th 
and the way and manner ho theſe later y and 
bleſſed effects became theis. 

Ihe method the apoſtle took to illoſtrare a0 
confirm theſe:particuſats was by running a parrallel 
between the firſt and ſecond Adam. In Which fas” 
mous inſtructiwe patrallel it is as Plain, as words can 
make it, that he vie ws and confiders che two Adanis | 
as two public heads, or repreſantatives of their fe- 
ſpective {ceds and both conſtitutsd ſo by the ſove⸗ 
reien, good pleaſure of Gd. 

Whether theſe conſtitutions were juſt or not, or 
; vihider we can ſee into the reaſon and juſtice of 
them or not, are enquires that don't immediatly 
Concern us but the grand thing is, whether there 
ever were ſuch conſtitutions, and if there were, as 
this notable parrallel and other ſcriptures demon- 
ſtrate, then we may be juſt as certain of the wiſdom 
and juſtice of them, as that there is a God poſſeſt 
of theſe: rayon wet rr es of all the einn 
will-doiright, 
But to return, the plan fimple rock the * 
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would exhibit to view by this p arrallel is, chief: 
That the obedienee of the Rd Adam ſhall at 
the time appointed be'impnted to all he was con- 
Nituted head of to their Juſtification; and the ſpirit 
of truth atid holineſs imparted to their regeneration 
juſt in the ſame way as the diſobedience of. the firſt 
Adam was imputed to the condemnation and the 
ſpirit of error and ſelf dependanct was conveyed to 
the pollution; of all he was conſtituted head of. As 
by one mans diſobedience matiy were thade ſinners, 
ſo hy the obedience of one many ſhall de made 
righiteons: | 

By the 4 (obedience, f i. e. the firſt tranſzteftion of 
dne man, f. e. Adam; many, i. ei all he repreſent- 
ed, ate made, 7; e. eonſtituted finners, 7, e: guilty 
and polluted: guiley and polluted I ſay, for we can 
have 10 notion of fin or fintiets ſeparate from an 
idea of guilt and pollution; whete there is fin or 
Hanefs, | thets is guilt and pollution 3 80 that if it 
be true, às the apoſtle ſays, it is; that many were 
made ſintzers by the diſobedience of 44am; then it 
is true that they ate become guiky and polluted | 
thereby; 
Whenevet thirefote a deſcendant of Alam, the 
tranſgreſſor, exiſts, and ſtands related to; and eon- 
nected with him, as he does the firſt moment ſoul 
and body are united, and he commenees a human 
perſon, he becomes guilty and polluted ae 
to the tighteous, tho" meomprehenfible conflitotion 
of God; and this guilt and pollution takes place with- | 
out. any thought, motion, activity, or concurrence 
of his © own. He is inticely paſſive in the reception 
wh But having received it, it lays a foundation 

D for 
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for aQting freely | in the ſinful manner he does. 
This conveyed guilt and pollution is the Crime 


and ſource of all — ſinful tempers and exerciſes of 


mens hearts, and of all the excentrick and diſordor- 
ly actions of their lives. Hence hath ariſen all 
that wickedneſs we feel, all that wickedneſs we be- 
hold, all that wickedneſs the world has been filled 
with ſince the l By one man ſin entered 
into ah hen f bb biden en 

In like manner, KG to a wiſe conſtitution 


of God, by: the obedienos of one, i. e. yew _ 


= guilt = pollution 
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deſigned here ſhall be jolie and , 


Whenever any of the many here ſpoken, of 
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come to be related to, and connected with the ſe- 


cond Adam, they are made or conſtituted rightequs, 
and ſo juſtified, and ſanctified. Let this connecti- 
on take place when it may, tis clear from the 
parrallel, if there be any propriety in it, that mo- 
ment they are made righteous, juſtified and r 
rated. 

As mens guilt and pollution commence the firſt 


moment of their exiſting in relation to the firſt Alam 


and no man exiſts naturally, but in relation to him, 
and ſo does not exiſt, but as guilty and-pollated; 
ſo mens juſtification and regeneration conumenee 
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in their exiſting in relation to the ſerond Alam 
and no mati exiſts ſpiritually and ſupernaturally but 
in relation to him, and ſo as juſtified and regenerated.” 
In the individual moment when the connection 
takes place, or rather in the connection itſelf, 
the righteouſneſs of Jeſus is imputed to them 
to their juſtification, and the truth impreſſed upon 
them to their regeneration. And this is conveyed 
to them juſt in the ſame way as their guilt and 


pollution was conveyed; and takes place without 


the leaſt motion, àActivfty, or concurrence of their 
own. They are made righteous, juſtified and re- 
generated, as they were made ſinners, guilty and 
polluted, without any perſonal actings of ſoul or bo- 
dy, as any way to promote or forward the thing, 
or indeed to concur in it. Yet, notwithſtanding 
this free imputation of righteouſneſs, ani impreſſi- 
on of truth lays the foundation for all holy exerciſes 
and actions. 1 | 

The righteouſneſs and ſpfrit of Jeſus conveyed to 
men, is the ſpring and ſource pf all the holy exerciſes 
of heart and holy actions of life, that have been in 
the world,” Hence hath ariſen all the holineſs that 
has been felt or exhibited by men on Earth, and 
all the holineſs and happineſs of the redeemed front 


among men, in the heavenly world + + ef] 


Tbus the inſpired parrallel evinces'that there can 
be no actings of love to God or his Holy law tilt 
men are juſtified and regenerated, by the righteouſ- 
neſs and ſpirit of jeſus, or ih other words, that 
juſtification in the ſight of God and regeneration take 
place before men can love God or his law or re- 
pent of ſin as ſin. © And therefore that the Juſtifi- 
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cation and rogeneration. of a ſinner is the firſt; thing 
in order in the applicatian af redemptian by he 
IpIrit, - * e t n 
And that juſtification in the ſight of God is before 
regeneration in the order of nature tho' nat in order 
of time, as the poſition ſtates it, and ſo before all 
polible actings of love to God, his law, or of genaime 
yepentance, appears not only from the parrallel we. 
have been — — which, as right reaſon, leads 
us to ſee, that as the guilt af Adams diſobedience. 
was imputed, in the order of nature, tho' not in 
order of time before corruption of nature was con- 
veyed; ſo righteouſneſs to juſtification is imputed in 
order of nature before regeneration takes place. I 
ſay, we are led to this, view of the matter, not only 
from the parrallel, but from Raz. iv. 5. where the 
Apoltle ſpeaking of the application of the benefits 
of redemption, ſays, He juſtifieth the ungodly. 
Mark, not the godly, but the ungadly, for they 
are ſo before juſtified, tho' not after they are 
juſtified. But if men are regenerated, they are 
Godly, holy men, and are conſidered as ſuch, 
throughout the book of God. If men are regenerat - 
ed and love a holy God, love his holy la w, and repent 
of ſin, as ſin, they have the ſeriptural marks and 
characters of Godly holy men; and therefore if 
theſc things take place before juſtification, you muſt 
think, that either the Apoltle miſtook, the gaſe, 
when he ſaid, God juſtifieth the ungedly, et clic, 
that they are wrong who aſſert, that men are,rege= 
nerated, and love God, Gc, before they are juily- 
fied in his ſight, If they are right, the A poſſie 
M1 Wong: If the Apoſtle was, right, 1 
"ng, 


[ 29 N 


wrong; And can you beſitate a moment which: 
is nr likely to be on the fide afitrutizzan wipine; 
cd; Apoliſe, or ee, Wini! e ths 
cannot. 
Another — that may cenfer nen are; 
now upon, we have in the 2 Cor. g. where we. 
read, that God was in Chriſt reconcibag the world 
to himlelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes tu thami 
The world, i. 6, che ele&t world; To'thdie;, when; 
the deltin'd moment comes, he imputos not their 
treſpaſſes, i. e. he imputes rigteouſneſs. For when 
God does not impute treſpaſſes to men to their oon 
demnation, be imputes * 60 . ta 
their juſtiſication. „ e 
So much is clear Gam — iv. 6. * on, ben 
you xead, Duvid deſeribeth the bleſſedneis of the 


man to whom the Lord imputeth tighteouſnefs * 


without Works, ſaying, bleſſed is the man to whom 
the. Lord imputes not fin. From whence: we may 
conclude this to be the truth; that in the appheation 
of redemption. to an elect ſoul, the firſt thing is, the; 
non 1wmputing ſin, or the in ftighteouſneſ 
without works, 4. e., the: — ann to 
their jutifcation in the fight of Gd. 

The next thing in the arderiof-nature to-juſtifi« 
cation, in the application oſ r tion is vege 
neration. In the order of nature b layycfox 28 
time, there is no diſticition to be made between 
the juſtification. and regeneration of a ſinner. Fhe 
fame; indjviduakmoment a ſinner is juſtiſied by the 
1 Of Jeſus; he. i regen bythe — 


ax 


according Aber ip is by an impreſſing of 
the word f truthᷣ upon the fool, fo as to become, 
ac the Apoſile ſpeaks;! the ingrafted word. The 
truth in the heart, —the goſpel in the conſcience; 
and may be properly conſidered as the principle of 
grace in the heart. 

Some indeed ſuppoſe annere are re regenerated in 
the order of nature, and time, before they are juſ- 
tified in the ſight of God but what has been ſaĩd 
proves the contrary. They ſuppoſe alſo, that they 

2 regenerated without the word of truth; but 
| talk without book, — without ſcripture proof: 
The holy oracles teach otherwiſe. The ſeriptures- 
of the old and New-Teſtament, inform us, that 
the word of truth is made uſe of in the affaif! © Tn 
the Old- Teſtament, regeneration is ſpoken of as 
effected by the word; ſo P/al. exix. 130. The 
entrance of thy word giveth light. ſo P/al. xix. 7. 
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the ſoul; 
making wiſe the ſimple. So in Jer. Xxxi. 3. com- 

pared with + Heb. vin. 10. and x. 16. but more 
— and abundantly in the New. Jeſus a teach⸗ 
er who came from God; tells us, Jobn xvii. 7. 
that his people are ſanctified through the truth. 
The Apoſtles teach the ſame thing. St. Paul 
writing ba che Corrintbians, -fays;*1 have begotten 
yau through the: goſpel, 2. Cor. iv. 15. St. Peter 
addreſſing himſelf to all Chriſtians, 1. Eph! i. 23. 
ſays, being born again, not of cotruptible ſeed; 
but incorruptible, the word of God which liveth 
and abideth forever. And St. James ſays, Jumer 
i, 18, of his on will begat he us with-the-word/oF 
Lock. Thus clear and: fulb are tho ſeriptures #6#/ | 
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prehenſion of human reaſon, and upon that account 


Witch . which believe on h bim, ſhould Sa 
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Egeneration, by or with the e And 


now if apy after all theſe. ſcripture declarations, 
will aſſert the contrary, they muſt not expect to 
be believed, till they are able to wheedle us out 
of our ſenſes, and make us think that with and 
without, are words of the ſame meaning and im- 
port as uſed in the bible. a 

And the ſoul of a ſinner being thay prepared 


fit habitation}, for. the divine Spirit. ot in other 
words, the ſpirit in thus preparing the ſoul; enters 
and dwells in it, and becomes a living, abiding, - 
nimating principle there. The doctrine of the en- 
trance and perſonal;ind wellipg of the Spirit of God 


in.juſtified. regenerate ſouls, tho beyond the comp 


denied by: ſome, has been aſſerted and proved by 
Dr. Owen, Goodwin, and others, the molt learned. 
experimental and Godly writers 3 and will ſtand as 


a truth.(natwithſtandiog all thejattempts of men af 


corrupt minds to prove that he dwells in them only 
influentially) while the —— oracles ane as Ape 
.do, 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


That the Spirit becomes a * abiding — a- 
nimating principle in the ſoul where he enters and 


dwells, muſt appear to the ſatisfaction of all who 


attend to, and rightly underſſand our Saviqur in 


Jobn vii. 37, 38, 39. where he ſays, In that laſt 
day, that great day of the feaſt, jeſus ſtood and 
cryed, ſaying If any man thirſt let him come unto me 
and, drink. He that believeth on me, as the ſcripy 
ture hath faid, Out of his belly ſhall flow; rivers 
of living water. but thin ſpaks he of the Spirit 
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3 } 
bes 6 obſerve; that the enren bx 
mon, And indwelling of che Spirit in the juſtißed 
tegenivated Gol, Jays the - foundetion for all holy. 
exereiſes and operations of heart and life. The 
can be no Holy acceptable actings of faith or love, 
or e; there can be no holy practice with- 
out this. Tis that ſoul only whith is juſtified arg 
regenerated, and has the Spirit of God dwelling in , 
iir, chat is formed, and fitted for, diſpoſed and e- 
nabled to, "truly. bly exeteiſes and Operations of 
Heat and life. This dectrine our $aviout means 
To iticuleate in Luke vi. 43, 44; 45. where he ſays, 
a good tree doth - not bring forth corrupt fruit, nei- 
ther doth à corrupt troe bring forth good ftuit: e- 
wery tree is known by its own fruit: for of thortis 
wc do not gather figs z nör of a bratnble buſh dv 
they gather rapes: a good than ont of the good 
treaſure of his heart ls forth that which is 
yoo,” bat an evil man ent of the evil treaſure of 

is heart, bringeth forth that which is evi; for 
of the ebwmndance of che heart the mouth fpeaketh, 
In all that has been faid, in all that has been 
done as yet, in juſtification, Tregenetition ad en- 
trance, and indwelling of the Spirit, whereby a 
Foundation is laid for holy ene and operations, 
the foul is intirely Pelte, is adted upon, but har 
not irfelf as yet, acted in a gracious holy manner. 
uſttfieation,” which makes a relative chang in a 

j ſinners ſtate, is a gracious act of God: Regenera- 
14 Hon, which makes a real change in a ſinners tem- 
ly is a gracious work ef the Spirit of God, and 
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1 Pow effected without the actings, aſiſtance, or id 
11 * as the Aeedmege, of the ſubject. 80 ap- 
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part of the Pause WEIR the ſoul is conüdera 


ed regenerated ſoul, to all gracious and holy exer- 


than it could beget them at firſt: and ſo much is 


3 13 Fo £03 os ati os de 
prope fyſtems, h 1 — 2 the ſexipturei 

ad us to conceive of the matte, 4 

The way is now prepared to conſider the butt 
ed as active, throꝰ the gracious and powerful iaflu- 
ences of ihe Spirit of God dwelling in it. 
The account given was this, That a foundation 
being laid in the juſtification and regeneration, us 
nion and indwelling of the Spirit, for holy exer- 
ciſes and opetations; the Spirit when he plealcs, ſo 
illuminates the mind by the impreſſion of truth, as 
to lead it into the knowledge of the beauty and 
glory of ſpiritual and divine objects; whereby im- 
planted graces ate excited to action, Or in other 
words, whereby the juſtified regenerated, ſoul. is 
excited to the actings of faith, love, repentance, 
and new obedience. . . ee ih HER 
Here you ſee, I make the divine Spirit the effi- 
Gient cauſe z the grand agent in exciting the juſtif= 


ciſes and operations ; thereby ſuppoſing: that the 
foul, even in thoſe diſtinguiſhed circumſtances. can 
no more act and exerciſe the graces ingenerated; * 


expteſſed in that text, Jobn xv. $. where Chriſt 
ſays, Without me ye can do nothing, and that 
Phil. ii. 13. where you read, For it is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure. IT | * "vi 


Lou alſo ſee I confider the divine Spirit as ſos © {>| 


veteign in his influences. upon the ſoul, exciting to 
the actings and exerciſes of Grace; certainly the 


Splits influence is afforded only when he plcaſes ; 1 


E * 
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for who can dictate biz 10 #: matter, when the 
Spirit ſees it neceſſary, for the glory of God, good 
ſupport and comfort ot the ſubject, or benefit of 
mankind, that implanted Graces ſhould be excit- 
ed to exerciſe, he affords his influence, and effects 
Wnt 2k Once more, hs | 
Yau ſee, I confider all the activity and exerciſe 
of Grace, at leaſt, the ſenſible activity thereof, ay 
occaſioned by, and as an effect of the Spirits illumi- 
nating the mind already regenerated by the impreſs 
ion of truth on it, enabling it to ſee the beauty and 
glory of ſpiritual and divine objects. And now 
that the illumination of the mind by the Spirit, puts 
the graces into exerciſe, and excites to all gracious 
and holy practices; and ſo that the whole of what 
is meant by active converſion, is effected by the il- 
lumination of the mind, into the knowledge of the 
truth, is as clear from ſcripture as words can well 
make it, fee 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who command- 
ed the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined 
into our hearts, to give us the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. - 
2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face beholding 
as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed in- 
to the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. And 1 John iii. 2. Beloved 
now we are the ſons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we ſhall be; but we know that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 
ſee him as he is. From theſe paſſages. it appears 
that all ſenſible holineſs of heart, all progfeflive ho- 
lineſs in heart and life, to the diſolution of men, 


and perfection in grace, or perfect holineſs in hea: 
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ven, is effected by the illumination of the mind 


as they are: hence ariſes al 


to the beholding the divine a Ga 255 


and repent of ſin, before they have any knowledge 


ealed to ſcripture, 
appeal to exporiences, tb ſee whether the truth ac- 
cording to theſe, as well as according to that, dont 
lie on the negative ſide of the queſtion. _ 
Tho' I am not pleaſed to ſee people fond and 
forward in telling their own experiences in all com» _ 
panies, and upon all occafions, as the manner of 


ſome is; as it appears to me, ſuch conduct fayors 
of pride and oſtentation; yet I can't doubt but 
that there may be ſuch calls and occafions in pro- 
vidence, as to render it very proper to declare 
them. The preſent call and occafion I think will 
juſtify the practice, as an important truth labours, 
and may be illucidated and corroborated thereby. 
You experienced chriſtians, are therefore defired 
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r 3 
to ſpeak oui hat of the truth in this matter you! 
know, by your own experience, You chriſtians, 
happy for you, have experienced love to God, Jove 
to his holy law, apd genuipe repentance of fin, | 

. Pray now, be fo free and good, as to tell me whe» 
+ ther you had theſe: experiences before you had a 
knowledge of the glorious megiatar, or of Ged in 
Chriſt, or at the time, and after ſuch a diſcovery 
df the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Ghrift? - | 
Why, if we muſt ſpeak, we muſt ſay, let it 
**. be for or againſt whom it will, That we never 
„ loved God truly, nor his holy law, nor repented 
1 of fin as fin, till we beheld the glory of God 
, ſhining forth in the face of Jeſus Cbriſt. This 
« view, if we know apy thing of the truth, or of 
* our own hearts, was the thing and only 
*« thing that brought us from hating God and law 
© and loving fin, to love the divine character; the 
* holy law a tranſcript of it, and to hate and abe 
* hor fin, However it may have been with others, 
1% it was this view, that irrefiſtibly, but pleaſingly, | 
te Jooſed our affections from their inordinate ate | 
** tachment to fin, ſatan and the world, and at- 
* tracted them in ſupreme love to God, and re- 
1 conciled us in heart to the divine character and 
* law. This view that brought us to ſay, Whom 
« have we in heaven but God; and O how love 
5 we thy law, tis holy juſt and good. It was this 
view that diſcovered fin to us in its true colours; 
„% that opened all the ſprings of Godly ſorrow in 
5. our ſouls, and cauſed tears of evangelical tepen- 
F tance to flow from our eyes. It was this view 
chat conſtrained us to give up qur ſouls and bor 
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tte dies' to God and his ſervice, whlout the leafs 
« reſerve,” . «2s {2 $15 0 - eee 
1 Well dear chriſtians, if this be your experience; 
in, I dare ſay, tis not any arguments that will convines 
Co you the contrary is the truth. 'Tho' a ſubtle argu» 
12 ment may ſilence you, yet it will not convince you 
in Being ſenſible you ſpeak the things you know, and 
ry teſtity the things you have ſeen and experienced, you 
N will adhere to them amidſt the noiſe and clamor of 
thouſands: nor need you be aſhamed of your expe- 
riences and ſentiments, when you have the ſetip- 
ture, and experienced world to keep you in coun- 


tenance. In the third Place, 4 
l am to cloſe with ſome inferences from, and re- 
flections on what has been ſaid. © And, 


I. We may infer that the law of nature or mo- 
ral law is not the matter of the covenant of works. 
This law never was ſo, nor will be ſo to any in- 
telligent creatufe to eternity, as any body Knows 
of, or can prove from ſcripture. Tis true, it is a 
law all intelligent, rational created nature comes 

into exiſtence under, and are indiſpenſibly obliged. 
to obey to a punctillio, upon pain of death; but not 
by vertue of any covenant tranſactions with them, 
but by virtue of their relation to God as creator; 
the covenant of works being another thing, as has 
heen ſhewn from ſcripture under the firſt head. 

2. We may infer it is intirely wrong to fix the 
eye and attention of finners on an abſolute God, or 
God out of Chriſt, as.they do who aſſert; that ſin- 
ners muſt and do love God, his law, Cc, before 
they have any notion of him as a God in Chriſt, 


and reconcileable, For as to an abſolute God, Fo, 


— 
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©6d out of | Chriſt, there is no ſuch being in the 
heavens above or earth beneath. It is true, finners 
are out of Chriſt, but God is not ſo; nor does he 


treat with mankind in any period of their exiſtence 
to eternity as an abſolite God, or a God out of 
Chriſt; hence his wrath which will burn tothe loweſt 
hell againſt the finally impenitent, is ſaid to' be the 
wrath of the lamb, Rev. vi. 16. i. e. the wrath - 
of an incarnate God; a God in Chriſt, 2 
3. We may infer that they go beſide the truth, 
who affirm that men are regenerated without the 
word. For the ſcriptures of the Prophets and A- 
poſtles produced under a foregoing head, accord- 
ing to their plain and obvious ſenſe and meanin 
and according to the moſt natural conſtruction tha 
can be — upon them, prove the contrary. 6 
4. We may infer that it is antiſcriptural and ir- 
rational to affirm men are regeneraſe „love God, 
love his law, repent of ſin, before union to Chriſt: 
For any to ſuppoſe that men love God, love his 
law, repent of ſin, which are holy acts and exer- 
ciſes; good fruit, before union to Chriſt, is juſt 
as abſurd as to ſuppoſe the branch to have life, to 
grow, and bloſſom, and bear fruit, before it is unit- 
ed to, or has any connection with the vine. It has 
been generally 3 heretofore, that there muſt, 
be union before communion ; union before life, and 
ſap, and nouriſhment is communicated, and growth 
and fruit produced, but it ſeems we. are of late 
taught otherwiſe: Let them believe the abſurd 
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of a ſinner, before his juſtification in the ſight 

God, either in the order of nature or time. For I 
think it has been proved from ſcripture, that juſti» 
fication is before regeneration in the order of nature, 
though not in order of time; as to time they arg 
both effected at once. Juſtification a gracious act 
of God, and regeneration a gracious work. of.Gadg 
take place the ſame indiyidual moment on the ſub- 
ject ; ſo that he chat is juſtified, is regenerated, and 
he that is regenerated, is juſtified" in the ſight of 


God, tho' he may not be juſtified in the fight of 


conſcience, which depends on, and is the fruit of 
actual faith, &c. | ff or © 

And did men duly confider, and rightly under - 
ſtand, and cordially embrace the eſtabliſhed order 


of the goſpel, and place thoſe things firſt, which 
* ought to ſtand firſt according to the ſettled plan o, 


redemption, their diſcourſes would be better re- 
ceived by many, tlun they are, I doabt not, and 
would be much more likely to promote doctrinal; 
experimental and practical religion in the world z 
but by their unhappy miſplacing things in the manner 
they do, and improving all their reaſon to fix them 
in a wrong point of view, I fear ſome will be hurt 
thereby, Let him that reads underſtand. 73 
6. The juſtification of a ſinner in the fight-of - 
God, as fixed and conſidered in the preceeding 
plan, will lead us to a right notion, as to the time 
of it, and prevent our falling in with right or left 


hand errors about it, | ba 
The account given don't carry us fo far back ag 

to give the leaſt color to the Autinomian conceit 
.of the eternal actual juſtification of a ſinner, hut 
1 N oppoley 
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See ee 
oppoſes it; for tho elect finners were decretively 
Juſtified from eternity, and repreſentatively juſtified 
at the reſurrection of Chriſt, yet not actually and 
perſonally, till ſome moment of their actual pet ſo- 
nal exiſtence, and are ſo become petſonal ſinners. 
Nor does it carry us ſo far forward as to give a- 
ny color to the Arminian Nebnomian conceit of 
juſtification in the fight of God, its being conſes 
quent on regeneration, and ſuſpended and beſtows 
ed on the performance of good works, of actual 
faith, love and repentance ; but fixes it between 
thoſe two extremes, where it onght to ſtand, and 
where it will ſtand, immoveable by divine ſettle- 
ment, like mountains of braſs, like the eternal 
hills, notwithſtanding all the efforts of the Anti- 
nomi an on the one hand, and Arminian and Neo- 
nomian on the other, to remove it out of its proper 
mM lace, | | PT. 
f 7. The method and order of the application of 
redemption, as hath been conſidered, intirely ex- 
cludes boaſting, in the ſinners juſtification, regene- 
ration and Salvation, which no other plan diverſe ' 
from it will, "= 
It was the defign of God in the contrivance and 
e Ts of redemption, to exclude boaſt- 
ing. The plan I have laid down, and endeavdred 
to prove ſctiptural, agrees with the divine deſign 
in that reſpect : It ſuppoſes that perſons were cho- 
ſen to glory, had redemption purchaſed for them, | 
and have it applied to them without any tegard to 
any virtuousand holy actings, of love, or repentance; 
or performance of any good works, whereby the 
were differenced and diftinguithed from others. 
o 
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gracious act juſtifies, and by a praciouk w 
| Herates them, and thereby at once wake dif- 
| fer in tate and fratne from whit they thetnſelygs 
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Cain when' elected, 1 8 2 FET; U 6f | 
5 and regenerated,” they werg Chl 2 3 


they wefe in truth, ungodly, unrighteous; f. e. hate 8: 


ers of God, and haters, of one another,” And while 
in this ungodly untighteous ſtate Whlle deſtitute of 
tyery recommending qualificatꝭ n, deſtitute off all 
true love to God and repentances the Spi t. 2 


— 


th before, and from all others abdat the, Who | 


have not been the ſubjects of the like gracious 


_ Cale, muſt neceſſarily exclude all boaſting from 


act, the like gracious work.” Which view of 5 
e 
ſubject; as it will appear evident to him that 


| juſtification and regeneration are not ſuſpended. be 


ſtowed on any actings of the mind, ot operatis 
ohs of the body j but without any regard to them 
but go upon any other plan diverſe froth this, ab 


it will beabſolutely impoſſible to Exclude boaſting, 


To ſuppoſe AY "works of our own, come 4ntg 
conſideration, and that our j1ſtification W 
or deſtowed upon the performance 0 Aang 6 
performing them in ſuch a manner: a ft und 

roteſtants will grant, would lay a 0 for 
Foating and why not to ſuppoſe gur juſtification 
in the fight of God, ſuſpended or beſtowed on any 
actings of our own minds, in faith, or love, or re- 
une Certainly theſe acts are aQs of out own, 
as much as external works are works of gut awn 5 
and they are greater and more important, ' as they 
ate the foundation, and ſpring of all external eden | 


Wl worksof piery and charity being but volitions = bl 
* N F 


1 


3 Fs of Chriſt and fo juſtifies the ſinner, is of grace, 


tains, 'tha ent wo 


operations of the human body, in the juſtification 


Wo. 11 therefore muſt ele pee, 
or ſur ation for boaſting, than war piety | 
and charity d da. To ſay as ſome do that there · is 
no ground Far paving. on, the plan 1 oppoſe, bes 
05 regeneration, which lay 's the founuion for 
heaftings of faith, which inticles to the tighteouſe 


pre wejght in it, than to fay, that there. 
& of boaſti ing in n the doctrine which main 
r jntitle to the righteouſneſs 
and fo juſtiße the ſinner, becauſe regeneration-phich 
1s of 15 lays the fqun ation far them, But if of 
works inter nal or external acts af the mind, or o 
N of the bedy ; then tis no morę f Eras 
ays the e: the opoftle in the paſſage f 
to, W N 7% pter which contains #9 we a ohe 
parts of his writings, -means to exclude 
excluding all the aQings of the human mind, 9 


no gig 


of a ſinner in tho 0 of God. God, by whoſe 
pirit the apoſtle-ſpake, knew the nature of men to 


e ſuch, that he could not help Doping. if his juſ- 


tification was fuſpended, and depende 


any a 
or works of his own, either of ful or body, 2 
therefore to exclude all poſſible ground Of boaſting, 
has ſo planned the method of redemption, as to 5 
wc and regenerate a ſinner before any 1 
faith, love, re repentance, Cc. or any Good works 
are performed, or can be. 


between 


1 — eee trees ct ct 


* 


| performed by, him; and 

Go juſtifies freely of his grace, thro” the redemption 
chat is! in Jeſus Chriſt, as. the ſcripture ſpeaks, 

8. The preceeding plan will lead us to diſtinguiſh | 


Heamren Kun. ai amends the object and! afts amd 


| 


4 


| 1 4 5 3 11 1 — 1 
IS ingifievrig#itttho hg lit 6f ad, and i TY * 
fight of conſcienccʒ which deli ht al yayt 
to be maintaited, i& order 26 our underfiagting 2.4 
opel, and preventitig confuſton im ou own! lde, 
Wicdoct e diſtinckions are kept up i out minds 
when we read the 'New-teftament, we can't un 
_ derſtant ĩt: for theſe dĩflinctions are evidently 
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there. Sometimes by faith ; the Ne w- feen 
means the objeck of fyith ; and when tha he uſe 2 


of it, faith is to de taken tt ically and fifarative- 
F. Somętimes by faith ict fetipture the Habit ar 
act of faith is intended, and then it is to be taken 
literally and properly. Many inftantes af both 
tight be produced ; but a fimple paſſage or two 
to prove cath foffice to thew . diftindtioti 
feriptaral, , In Gal, Hi. 23. you; read before faith 
came, and after faith came; where the objet ot 
faith is intended ; ſo in Rom. in.. 28. you 0s | 
We therefore conclude a man is juſtified by faith; 
without the decds of the law ; where faith . 
to be taken objeQively, i. 6. for the object of faith, 
the ri ueulnsb of Chriſt, and not for the act, as 
will, f think, appear from tlie context ; for other- 
wiſe all boath cannot be fully and intirely EX 
cluded, © 40h f ii, 16. you tend through faith 
in his 3 z and Rom. iii. 26 rough ta faith in 
his bl86d ; where faith is to 55 tiken for the act | | 
i.e. the ſeeing and believing the perfection of | 
Chriſt's e pe ; its ſufficichey to 6 | 
juſtify, aud intitle ta glory, 

Anſwerable to this two-fold view « f faith, | 
two-fold juſtification takes place, vir. Tuſtificatio 


u the fg F of God, and juſtifieation in the fgh. e 
| Sun. 


. r e 


— 
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W 8 © 
LF” eonſticnce, and both effected by faith; ànd henes | 
dis the ſcriptures ſpeak fo often of juſtification-in 
both views, as by faith, ſometimes meaning juſti» 
fication.4n the ſight of God, and ſometimes juſtifi- 
cation ig the ght of conſcience. When juſſifica- 

- tion in the fight of God is intended, and it. is ſaid 

to his by faith, then faith is to be taken objectively, 

forghegatonement and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, free» 
An eto the ſinner; and when juſtification 

in the ht or apprehenſion gf conſcience is deſign- 

ed, and, is ſaid to be by faith, then faith intends 

the act, i. e. the ſouls believing the compleatneſs 

of the atonement, the ſufficiency of Chriſt's righ- 

teouſneſs to pacify the offended Deity, and anſwer 

all the ends of the finner, Juſtification in the fight 

of Cod, by the object af faith imputed, renders 
the ſinners ſtate ſafe, juſtification in the ſight of 

conſcience, by the actings of faith, renders a * 

ners [tate comfortable; Ihus we are to diſtingui 

£:ith, and juſtification. And if theſe diſtinctions are 

not kept up in our minds when we read the New» 

Teſtament, it will in many parts of it be a ſcaled 

book to us. And the want of thoſe diſtinctiong 

in many books that have been written, have rens 

dered them unintelligable, and perplexed the-ſouls 

of the readers of them, whereas had they appeary 

ed in them, many perplexing dificultieggwould 

have been removed from the minds of men. 

9. And agreeable to the plan, we may account 
juſt as retionally, for the ſalvation of infants, as of 
the adult. Some infants are juſtihed and ſaved all 

8 will allow who belive the Goſpel, wherein it is aid, 


Qf ſuch is the kingdom of heayen; but are th 
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juſtified and ſaved without Chriſt; without the ms 
putation;of his righteouſneſs and the gift of the haly _ 
ſpicit.? Certainly, no, if they are guilty and Mute. 
by the ſin of the firſt Adam, they muſt :be-juſtifts 
ed; and ſanctified by ſome means or other, or never 
enter the kingdom of God: for without pardon and -- MW 
renovation there can be no admiſſion to, apr ego 


- 


” * 


and ſaved without faith in any view or ci a 
of it? Verily,no ; it Fannot be, becauſe MMerip⸗ 
tures aſcribeth juſtification. of all to faith, not ex- 
cepting infants, tho ſome would fain, without | 
ſcripture evidence, except them and ſay, infants are 
juſtified and ſaved without faith. Infants that are 
jnſtified and ſaved have faith objectively conſidered, 
and in the habit; and ſo are juſtified in the ſight of 
God, in the ſame way and by the fame faith the 
adult are. I can ſee no difference between the in- 
fant and adult in this reſpect, only that the adult by 
reaſon of age, &c. are in a capacity of acting tie ü 
gtaces implanted, which infants are not, at leaſt of 3 
acting them ſenſibly, and ſo as to make any diſcovery if 
thereof. % 4 "+3" 
Our ſaviour, I think, means to convey the ſame 
ſentiment in Luke xviii. 15, 16. where we find him 2 
diſpleaſed with his diſciples for rebuking fome for 
_ bringipg infants to him, as tho? they were incapable 
of receiving benefit by him; upon which. occafion 
Jeſus ſays, Suffer little children to come ta me, &c. 
and adds except you receive the kingdom of God as | 
a little child you cannot enter into it: plainly-intl» _.| 
mating that the adult are juſtified and regenefted 1 
alt ig he fame way infants ace ; There heing ms 


ment of heavenly bleſſedneſs. Or are 90 lied 
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14 1 | 
in oy prone: it; or to dif 
atify for it, than in che latter z 
1 Nibeatlen l n 
infant M a ſpan long ta the man full of days, may bi 
Et y ſaiſ to be an act, and work not of oar'own; 
of Gods free grace. Whereas did any doings, 
5 or endeavors of bur own; v forward 
gs, or even ſo much as fit, diſpoſe ps 
pare for, there would bg 5 of boaſt 
which the evangelical plan er goſpel ieh e 
eludus. Boaſting is excluded. By whit law ? OF 
works? Nay, but by the law of faith. Let hit 
« that glgries, ory in che Lord, For we art faves 
by grace. 

10. The plan vid down ess that it i only 10 
knowledg e of the ttue and full character of God that 
will being men to love him, and to repent, &c. with 
out the knowledge of the true and full charaagy. 


e 


of God, men may love an 8 God, but not 
the only living and true God. any ſhould aſk 
what Gods true character is? It Jo 1 
it is that which he has revealed in the bible; which 
is this, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 
toffermg abundant in goodneſs and truth forgiving 
iniquity tranſgreſſion and ſin; or in other words, that 
he is a God in Chriſt, reconciling the world to him 
2 N bible was ed to repreſent Riem th, 
a, men; and doth-every Whert 
— 3 im, and no otherwiſe ; and there» 
fore if men have not this knowledge of him, they 
don't know him in his true character. 
For any then to pretend that men may and do 


12 the ttus God and repent of ih before they have. 
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ſee him in, and ſo as to lead them to love and rer 
Ns which as” 


iſt, ela is 
to pretend they may and do love him and —— 
before they have any knowledge of him in his +4 
and full af, Wa Which is perfectly abſurd, 

Ss Hr OP: fay men know in his rye, | 
ho got full character, and io love him and r Om 
on - 8 ˖ know 155 in 15 — gra] 

an' t ænow in Nis cue chara 
fp ie. of Gag, only is his true carer, 


hich can't be Gaid with the fame iely of any 

man charaQers. 5 dhe full . 
Ty by 8 ribs mean that any ſees and 1 — 
ſa as prehend hit perſections: thisweither 


angels nor 2 faints can do. Thus certainly 
menon earthcan't fee him, nor anymore in theſe per 


fections of his nature which ſome ſuppoſe they may 


pantance, than in other of his 
** according to them 22 5 aut of ſight 
But gout men can ſee Gd in any one of nis per⸗ 
i. e. as revealed in the bible, and no 
ſer 88 po et of all, is beyond my. comprehenſion. 


Is not the zuue God, the, God of the bible, erer 


perfection, all per feckion Hoy is it poſſible then 


to ſee him in one, and not in avother, l 


How is it poſlible to ſec him as a juſt Gd in punihe 
ing theguilty and not at the args time. to ke hin 
aguit God in pardoning the guilty, thrg the aton- 
ment of Jetus f If patſible 3 Geld fie ghd 4% know 
it. The knowledge of God in his ttue and ff py. 
character! page to oe is the knowledge of all 
intelligent natures,” Devils and men, if che 
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he te- Jaber jd Phat l. leads his childreit 
to love God as infinitely amiable. '' But, diveſt hic 
of any part, of any perfection in our vie s, and he 
is not 115 Gad of net bible, the true God that 
love; but afrimaginary God, and hence all our love 
or repentance ariſing thence is imaginary and des 
five, © For genuine love and repentanee ariſes 
from g fight and knowlege of God in his true and 
full character, as revealed in the bible i, e. as a God 
in Chriſt reconciling the world to bimſelf, * 
1 from nothing ſhort of it. " 
15 11. The plan laid down diſallows, you ſee, A 
135 any inſeperable connection between the Arivings 
| and endeavors of untegenerate men, or ih other 
words, between the diligent attendance on appoints 
cad means, and the obtainment of the bleffing ef 
{M1 ſpecial grace. 
© If there be any pnneAich betweet the mall 
and the end,then one of two things maſt beproved, 
either firſt chat there is ſome promiſe of ſpectal-grace 
made by God'to the doings and - ſtfWings' of the 
* unregenerate: of that all who diligently attend the 
{ . means obtain ſpecial grace, Ned. of which has a8 
by been proved, tho” attempted, nor can be till "We 
Have anew revelation Rivet heaven, different — 
the old: or men can produce better er AN 
chan they have yet done. And yet 
12. is the dutp of all enjoying 0 3 to 
read the oracles of truth, Hear the goſpel preache 
ed, and pray to God Almighty. N 
For though there is no infallible connection 
between the uſe of means and the end, or promiſe 
to the doings and endeavours of the unrege- 
nerate, 
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whereby th ey ate a yd: re os or Nearek ü 
. för it, r Gen e thefe 
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ve ties; tis inc t 6n atFfihger$to attend Hemm; 

es but in the manner pteſctiged in tlie word of God; 

eh 5.4 in faith. And tho ſinners may attétnpt! theſe 

4 duties in their own ſtrength, and exterijally atten 
Adem in viibelicf; and Rom ſelliſti p = & abt - 
174 $ ifiotives; and grow worſe arid worle by Fatt 1 


tendance, hot becaüſe they dd the . 


| matter of tlie duties; but becatife they d 
88 them in the. Hantier rec quired ; yer G54 00 = 
op W #0 doubt often does; fr the ale of the Ruck 


on and interceſfion of Jeſus Shiniſt; arid to put = 
nor upon his 6wn inffitytions; while bd hn 128 = 
Externally: attending; atid attempting tele duft — 
convey righteduſneß to their juſtification; Abd an- | 
refs the troth on thelr minds to their tefenerati- 
; aid ſo give them to act faith oh feſus Clift. 
hl hence 7 conceive ſuch as diligently ittetid or 
teading the holy oracles; &c, ſtand falfef td be itn 
with by Seine grace than he who caſts of fear and 
teſtrains Prayer. 8 
—— Tome may fay in oppolitioni is chte Fine 
2 licatis Wt harlots go into the Kingdottr befors 
6 Ktibes and phariſees; ſuppofin the fortger fe 
eters öf tlie means of Fray 489 tis fle Oe Ante 
fit attenders on them ; 15 5 thencẽ ; 2 
S abandoned fitiner, one who caſts'of Pl. the | 
feſtrains Prayer, is more likely ly; or ſtands falter to | 
be met with by divine gra racy and 8957 1 
wh 


dom, that the I : 
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i dhe goſpel of Jeſus. Chin : it ſerme rita 
their not confideriflp 4 the matter as they ought, 
10 do. For From the ſcripture biſtory, 1 think we 
hall, Fd, that though the icribes and phariiees 
were ſuch as paid a regard to the tradition of the. 
elders, and attended the ſynagogue ſervice, and. o 
the means of grace according to their notion; ye 
the pyblicans and harlots were not peglectets of 
ns No, th they were the perions that moſtly 
fallowed Fri, eard his heavenly doctrines, this 
acious and bleſed truths that dropped trom his 
UPS, and faw his miracles, and ſo were not neglecs 
ters of means, as is ſuppoſed, but attenders on the 
beſt means. And it was on account of their being 
ſuch ſteady followers and bearers of Jeſus, and 4 
condeſcention | freedom in converſing w 
19 0 and inſtrꝑctin them in things dee 
kig wren, of God, that big enemies Bong 
Naw! was a friend- of Pyblicans 110 ſin⸗ 
— fo tha t they went into the kingdom under, 
the improvement of the boſe means, and got dns 
the 2 7 neglect o . * 
Ihe pu and ſinners referred, e, nok 
80 LON fig and wilful neglect of means, - thinking 
that th ereby, they ſtood 10 a fairer way for divine 
ace 12 heavenly, glor no fuch thing app 
nd if any do, I think Ji have not the leaſt rea- 
fo to hope for grace; but awful reaſon to fear 55 
they ſhall be given up of God, to treaſure up 22 
againſt che day of wrath, Thus the t 
caſe. ſeems to + a2" and yet Rado 
muſt be acknowledged, that the civil moral Mao 
* molt zcalous Far, the moſt ee 


1 devout 


Seek der pit . 3 
has no better right to the bleffing, in conſequence ' "= 
of his good character or diligent endedvors, ow | 
vine of dif prothite oF OL pea ; 
ſinner, or is any better fitted quatifiedor 
difpo ofed to receive the grace of God, than the moſt 
abandoned p perſon. To the divine 2 
impyted, and the diving ſpirit imparte 
deins“ glory and uss Aer and ey diſpla 
therein, it is to the ungodly as ſuch ; hence 
poſtle fa ays, God juſtifies the ungodly, and fi 
there is no difference, 7. e. 2 between Jew i 
and Gentile, between dne man and another, as to 
their real character in the fight of God, while in | 
their ſtate of unſanctified nature, there may 
appear a wide difference, in the fight of men: No 
difference, reſpecting the merit, matter or way of . 
their - juſtifibatioh and renovation; The Jews and 
Gentiles, the ſqber abd vicious, the profeſſor and 
profane, are juſtified and ſanctified WA the righte- 
ovſnels and Ipirit of Jeſus/ freely: them of 
God; {net i. e. without the qnfideration- 
of any nel in the one mars thay i the o. 
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ftw in the dre mary tha i 
is wett not ſo, grace wd pope are gre ai. 
John wa not be free grace indeed.” 285 ip - 
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Let me exhort you all to ſearch the ferip= 
tures, hear the goſ] pel priached;. and pray accord- 
ing t0 the ll of God and O that 44 would | 


E e mee . _ 
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